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an election is avoided by these arrangements made before nomination.
Only very recently indeed has there been evidence of any party
organization of elections in the county, although we have heard it
stated that the Farmers' Union exercises a certain influence.
We are informed that in the county there is no difficulty in getting
sufficient candidates to put up for the council—though, of course,
they seldom have to submit to a contest. In the city, on the other
hand, difficulty in finding candidates to stand for the council seems
to have been fairly frequent in post-war years, although unknown
before the War—to judge from the press. But whether this is due to
lack of public interest, or to the immensely greater number of council
and committee meetings in the city than in the county, is not easv
to determine. However, this comparison between the two areas
suggests that a scarcity of candidates in the city may be due less to
declining public interest than to sheer inability of most people- to
give up so much time. This expenditure of time in the case of city
councillors seems unavoidable when so much business which, in the
counties, is dispersed over several bodies is, in the city, concentrated
in the hands of one local authority.
The situation in the city with regard to elections is very different
from that in the county. In the city, until fairly lately, nearly every elec-
tion was contested, and we have been able in most cases to obtain the
figures of those voting at the municipal elections since 1901. These
figures show some interesting features. They will be found in Table
46. Voting in the city elections is more complicated than in the county
by reason of the fact that every elector may vote for each of the two1
candidates he likes best; or he may vote for one only; or none at all.
Consequently there are two different ratios, either of which we might
take to express the voters interest or the kck of it. We might express
the number of voters who go to the poll as a percentage of the num-
ber of voters registered; or the number of votes actually recorded as
a percentage of the number which might have been recorded, had
the electors cast all the votes which they were allowed to use. We
have adopted the second method for showing the results in each
ward, but we also give, wherever possible, the figure for the whole
city which emerges from using the first method.2 There does not
seem to be any important difference in the trends of the two sets of
1 Before the reorganization in 1929 he could give three votes, since there were three
representatives for each ward; now there are two.
z This procedure is adopted because the figures for votes cast are the more complete
and accurate, since they are derived from the council minute books, whereas the figures
of voters voting are derived from newspaper reports of the elections. The percentages
of votes cast are always smaller than the percentages of voters voting.

